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What is claimed is: 

VI. A method of performing a series of dialysis procedures with a catheter 
system which includes (i) a guide catheter having a distal guide orifice, a proximal 
guide orifice, and a guide lumen extending therebetween, (ii) an original conduit 
having an original distal orifice, and (iii) a replacement conduit having a 
replacement distal orifice, comprising the steps of: 

securing Vie guide catheter to a body of a patient so that the guide catheter 
is at least partially^ positioned within a blood vessel of the body; 

positioning tne original conduit within the guide catheter, while the guide 
catheter is secured to the body, so that the original distal orifice is advanced 
through the guide lumen and out of the distal guide orifice, whereby the original 
distal orifice is positioned! outside of the^u\de lumen and within the blood vessel; 

performing at leasrone dialysis procedure on the patient using the original 
conduit while the original conduits positioned within the guide catheter and the 
original distal orifice is positioned outride of the guide lumen and within the blood 
vessel; 

removing the original cortduit fi/dm the guide lumen of the guide catheter 
after the original conduit qecome^ ayleastsqartially occluded by blood clot build- 




ng step, positioning the replacement 
ife the guide catheter is secured to the body, 



up; 

after the original colj 
conduit within the guide catP 
so that the replacement distal orifice is^advanced through the guide lumen and out 
of the distal guide orifice, whereby the replacement distal orifice is positioned 
outside of the guide lumen and within the\blood vessel; and 

performing at least one dialysis procedure on the patient using the 
replacement conduit while the replacement conduit is positioned within the guide 
catheter and the replacement distal orifice is positioned outside of the guide lumen 
and within the blood vessel. 
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I. The method of claim 1 , wherein the original conduit is a working 
catheteK further comprising the step of: 

securing the working catheter to the guide catheter prior to the original 
dialysis procedure performing step. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein (i) the original conduit is a tube segment 
which is attached\p a pusher, and (ii) the pusher is attached to a closure member, 
further comprising the step of: 

securing the closure member to the guide catheter prior to the original 
dialysis procedure performing step. 



4. The method of clalrn 1, wherein: 

the guide catheter has aa tissue ingrowth member secured thereto, and 
the securing step included the steps of (i) advancing the guide catheter into 
the body so that the tissue ingrowth memberjs-pQsitioned in subcutaneous tissue 
of the body, and (ii) leaving the guide catKeter withirKthe body for a period of time 
sufficient to cause the subcutaneousXissue to become affixed to the tissue 
ingrowth member. 



5. The method of claim % furth^ c^prisinc^tljestep of locking the original 
conduit to the guide catheter prior Jj/the original dialysis procedure performing 
step and after the original conduit positioning step. 



6. The method of claim 5, further comprising 
original conduit from the guide catheter prior to the 



the step of unlocking the 
>riginal conduit removing step. 
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7. The method of claim 6, further comprising the step of locking the 
replacement conduit to the guide catheter prior to the replacement dialysis 
procedure performing step and after the replacement conduit positioning step. 



8. (she methcxPdfcfeifTi 1, wherein the guide catheter includes a blood flow 
valve configured tear restrict blood and air flow through the guide lumen when 
neither the original conduit nor the replacement conduit is located within the guide 



lumen of the q 



valve after the 



jide\athe\er, further comprising the step of: 



restricting bloocKanq air flow through the guide lumen with the blood flow 



original condctiti removing step and before the replacement conduit 



positioning step. 
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9. A catheter system for use in a body of a patient, comprising: 
\ a guide catheter having a distal guide orifice, a proximal guide orifice, and a 
guide flimen extending therebetween; 

atissue ingrowth member secured to an outer surface of said guide 
catheter and configured to facilitate fibrous tissue growth therein, whereby 
subcutaneous tissue of said body becomes affixed to said tissue ingrowth 
member w^en said tissue ingrowth member remains in contact with said 
subcutaneous tissue over a period of time; 

an original conduit positionable within said guide lumen of said guide 
catheter, whereito said original conduit has an original lumen and an original distal 
orifice; and \ 

a replacement conduit positionable within said guide lumen of said guide 
catheter, wherein saicl replacement conduit has a replacement lumen and a 
replacement distal orifice; 

wherein said original distal orifice is positioned on an original distal 
segment of said original cianduit which extends out of said distal guide orifice of 
said guide catheter when sstod original conduit is positioned within said guide 
lumen of said guide catheter,Vnd 



wherein said replacement distaforif ice is positioned on a replacement distal 
segment of said replacement copduit which extends out of said distal guide orifice 
of said guide catheter when saia rej^c^ment conduit is positioned within said 
guide lumen of said guide cameter/\ \ 

10. The catheter sygt^m of claim SL wherein said guide catheter includes a 
blood flow valve configured to restrict bloockand air flow through said guide lumen 
of said guide catheter when neither said original conduit nor said replacement 
conduit is located within said guide lumen of said guide catheter. 
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1 1 . The catheter system of claim 9, wherein said original conduit includes 
an original catheter. 

12. l\he catheter system of claim 1 1 , wherein: 

said guide catheter includes a first locking component, and 

said original catheter includes a second locking component which 

cooperates with s^iid first locking component to lock said original catheter to said 

guide catheter. 

13. The catheteV system of claim 12, wherein: 
said replacement conduit is a replacement catheter, and 
said replacement conduit includes a third locking component which 

cooperates with said first locking component to lock said replacement conduit to 
said guide catheter. 

14. The catheter system\>f claim 9, wherein said original conduit includes 
a tube segment. 



15. The catheter system of claim 14, wfierein: 
said guide catheter includes a first locking Component, 
said tube segment is attached to sKpusher, 
said pusher is attached toW^ ure ™ em k er > 
said closure member includes a seconcl locking component, and 
said first locking component cooperates with said second locking 
component to lock said tube segment to said guiate catheter. 



16. A method of performing a series of medical procedures with a catheter 
system which includes (i) a guide catheter having a distal guide orifice, a proximal 
guide orifice, and a guide lumen extending therebetween, (ii) an original conduit 
having an original distal orifice, and (iii) a replacement conduit having a 
replacement qistal orifice, comprising the steps of: 

positioning the guide catheter within a body of a patient using a tunneled 
catheter technique^ whereby the guide catheter becomes tunneled within said 
body; 

positioning the\)riginal conduit within the guide catheter, while the guide 
catheter is tunneled within the body, so that the original distal orifice is advanced 
through the guide lumen and out of the distal guide orifice, whereby the original 
distal orifice is positioned outside of the guide lumen; 

performing a first medioal procedure on the patient using the original 
conduit while the original conduit is positioned within the guide catheter and the 
original distal orifice is positioned outside of the guide lumen; 

removing the original condu\from^ of the guide catheter 

after the first medical procedure performing step; 

after the original conduit r^moviNg step, positioning the replacement 
conduit within the guide catheter, while the guid^ catheter is tunneled within the 
body, so that the replacemen/distal orifice\[s ^d\ranced through the guide lumen 
and out of the distal guide ortffice, whereby tt)^ replacement distal orifice is 
positioned outside of the guide lumen; and 

performing a second medical procedure dn the patient using the 
replacement conduit while the replacement conduit is positioned within the guide 
catheter and the replacement distal orifice is positioned outside of the guide 
lumen. 
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The method of claim 16, wherein the original conduit is a working 
catheter,\further comprising the step of: 

securing the working catheter to the guide catheter prior to the first medical 
procedure berforming step. 

18. Theymethod of claim 16, wherein (i) the original conduit is a tube 
segment which is\attached to a pusher, and (ii) the pusher is attached to a closure 
member, further comprising the step of: 

securing the closure member to the guide catheter prior to the first medical 
procedure performing 



19. The method of cla 
selected from the following gro 
procedure, a plasmapheresis 
medicinal infusion procedure 
sampling procedure. 



herein the first medical procedure is 
a hemodialysis procedure, a peritoneal dialysis 
roc^ure,/a\TPN administration procedure, a 
a blooavtj>ansfu3k>n procedure, and a blood 



20. The method of claim 19, whereinVhe first medical procedure is the 
same type of medical procedure as the second medical procedure. 
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2d. The method of claim 16, wherein (i) the guide catheter has a tissue 
ingrowth member secured thereto, and (ii) the guide catheter positioning step 
includes tha step of 

advancing the guide catheter into the body so that the tissue ingrowth 
member is positioned in subcutaneous tissue of the body, further comprising the 
step of: \ 

leaving theyguide catheter within the body for a period of time sufficient to 
cause the subcutaneous tissue to become affixed to the tissue ingrowth member. 

22. The methoa of claim 16, further comprising the step of: 

prior to the first medical procedure performing step, attaching the guide 
catheter to the body, wherein the guide catheter remains attached to the body 
continuously between completion of the first medical procedure performing step 
and commencement of the second medical procedure performing step. 

23. The method of claim \6, further* peiliprisin^the step of locking the 
original conduit to the guide catheter pjror to the first medical procedure 
performing step and after the original corrduit positioning step. 

24. The method of claim/23, further com prising ibe-step of unlocking the 
original conduit from the guide /catheter prior to the original conduit removing step. 

25. The method of claim 24, further comprising the step of locking the 
replacement conduit to the guide catheter prioKto the second medical procedure 
performing step and after the replacement condW positioning step. 
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£6. The method of claim 16, wherein the guide catheter includes a blood 
flow valve configured to restrict blood and air flow through the guide lumen when 
neither tha original conduit nor the replacement conduit is located within the guide 
lumen of thaguide catheter, further comprising the step of: 

restricting blood and air flow through the guide lumen with the blood flow 
valve after the original conduit removing step and before the replacement conduit 
positioning step. 



27. A method oXperformin^a dralysis procedure with a catheter system 
10 which includes (i) a guide\catHeter having a distal guide orifice, a proximal guide 
orifice, and a guide lumerf' extending therebetween, and (ii) a conduit having a 
distal conduit orifice, comprising the steps of: 

advancing the guide catftef 3r within a body of a patient so that the guide 
catheter is at least partially positioned within a blood vessel of the body; 
is placing the conduit within/thaguide catheter, while the guide catheter is 

located within the )ody, so that/the dikal conduit orifice is advanced through the 
guide lumen and out of the distal guide orifreerwhereby the distal conduit orifice is 
positioned outside o(the guide lumen anctavithin the blood vessel; and 

performing at least one dialysis procedure on the patient using the conduit 
20 while the conduit is positioned within the guide^catheter and the distal conduit 
orifice is positioned outside of the guide lumen and within the blood vessel. 
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